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Documentary on Decline of the Oyster and its Impact on Traditional Tidewater Communities to Hold Premier at Calvert Marine Museum

SMOCS to Hold First Membership Meeting, Open to the Public, After the Movie

Solomons, MD (March 10, 2008) – The Southern Maryland Oyster Cultivation Society (SMOCS) and Calvert Marine Museum are pleased to announce the premier showing of the movie, “Who Killed Crassostrea virginica: the Fall and Rise of the Chesapeake Oyster” on Sunday, April 20 at 2:00 pm in the museum’s auditorium.  This documentary, directed by Michael Fincham of Maryland Sea Grant, has stunning underwater footage of oysters in the Bay and discusses the impact of the decline in oyster harvests on traditional tidewater communities. “We are grateful that Michael Fincham is willing to give us an early look at this important documentary,” said Len Zuza, Chairman of SMOCS.  “SMOCS and the Calvert Marine Museum believe that it is critical not only to understand the critical state of the oyster fishery, but to understand its role in southern Maryland’s culture so that we can do everything possible to promote the  return of the Bay’s native oyster communities.”

Following the movie, SMOCS will hold its first annual membership meeting in which the Society’s members and the general public will be able to learn about SMOCS’ latest efforts to restore oyster reefs in Solomons Harbor.  SMOCS welcomes to this meeting anyone interested in restoring oysters to southern Maryland waters. 

About SMOCS

The Southern Maryland Oyster Cultivation Society (SMOCS) is a grass-roots, membership-driven organization dedicated to raising oysters and improving local water quality through building reefs, public outreach, and targeted advocacy. 

About the Calvert Marine Museum

The Calvert Marine Museum is a public, non-profit, educational, regionally oriented museum dedicated to the collection, preservation, research, and interpretation of the culture and natural history of Southern Maryland. Our mission is to interpret three maritime themes: regional Miocene paleontology, estuarine life on the tidal Patuxent River and adjacent Chesapeake Bay, and maritime history of these waters.
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